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SECTION A
Answer EITHER Question 1 OR Question 2.
EITHER

1 Were economic problems the main reason for the difficulties faced by the
Soviet governments in the years 1917-28?

(Total for Question 1 = 20 marks)

OR

2 Was Brezhnev’s leadership the main reason for political stagnation in the USSR in the
years 1964-82?

(Total for Question 2 = 20 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box £< and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.
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SECTIONB
Answer EITHER Question 3 OR Question 4.
EITHER

3 To what extent did the role of the Soviet secret police change
in the years 1917-85?

(Total for Question 3 = 20 marks)

OR

4 How significant were the attempts of the Soviet regime to promote a stable society in
the years 1953-85?

(Total for Question 4 = 20 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box £< and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.
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SECTION C
Study Extracts 1 and 2 in the Extracts Booklet before you answer this question.

5 Historians have different views about the reasons for the fall of the Soviet Union.
Analyse and evaluate the extracts and use your knowledge of the issues to explain
your answer to the following question.

How far do you agree with the view that the collapse of the Soviet Union came about
because of the impact of the nationalist resurgence in the Soviet republics in
the late 1980s?
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(Total for Question 5 = 20 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION C =20 MARKS
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 60 MARKS
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Extracts for use with Section C.

Extract 1: From Peter Oxley, Russia 1855-1991: From Tsars to Commissars, published 2001.

Perestroika, glasnost and democratisation all implied more self-government for
the nationalities. Gorbachev seems to have failed to understand the national
feeling in many of the republics. The first major signs of national tension were

seen in Kazakhstan in 1986 but the most serious threat to the integrity of the

USSR came from the Baltic republics in the years 1988-91. National feeling also 5
produced a crisis in Nagorno-Karabakh and there were similar problems in
Georgia.

The USSR was breaking up, but the Russian Federation, the largest republic,
administered the kiss of death. Elections in 1990 to the Russian Federation
Congress of People’s Deputies produced a large following for the new 10
Democratic Russia Party. Yeltsin won the important election for Chairman

of the Russian Supreme Soviet, making him head of the Russian Federation
government. Like the other states, it declared itself sovereign, making its own
ministers and laws superior to those of the USSR’s government.

Extract 2: From PM.H. Bell, The World Since 1945: An International History, published 2001.

Gorbachev staked everything on the reform of the Soviet system. He hoped 15
that he could somehow introduce a socialist market economy without letting

the market dominate, permit greater freedom to the nationalities without
conceding independence, and delegate power in a centralised system without
leading to disintegration. In 1990, it grew increasingly unlikely that he could
succeed, as a threefold crisis developed within the Soviet Union - ideological, 20
economic and nationalist.

The decision to repeal Article 6 of the constitution removed the directing role

and political monopoly of the Soviet Communist Party. This change produced

a profound ideological crisis regarding the purpose of communism but offered
nothing to replace it. At the same time, the Soviet economy fell into actual 25
decline, as gross national product fell significantly. Finally the movement of

the nationalities towards independence or separation gathered pace in 1990.
Gorbachev tried to hold the USSR together but in practice disintegration was
setting in.
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